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A special force of approximately 2,500 police and army troops failed in a recent search mission
aimed at recapturing Medellin drug cartel leader Pablo Escobar. The campaign to surround and
capture Escobar was the largest such operation launched by authorities since the initial manhunt
following Escobar's escape from prison in July 1992. The operation began Oct. 11 in the Belen de
Aguas Frias section of Medellin. By Oct. 15, however, the mission was called off by the military high
command since it was clear that Escobar had managed to escape from the area. The special unit
set up to capture Escobar was originally established in August 1992. Since then, military officials
have repeatedly announced that the unit was close to capturing the fugitive, but in each case he has
managed to elude arrest. Allegedly, Escobar's success at avoiding capture is largely due to tip-offs
from members of the security forces. According to Bogota daily newspaper La Prensa, the estimated
cost for the government to maintain the Escobar search force has increased from about US$25,000
per day when it was created to about US$50,000 per day at present. (Sources: Inter Press Service,
10/13-15/93; Notimex, 10/16/93)
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